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CELEBRATION 
2012: The Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee 
The Queen‟s Diamond Jubilee marks 60 years since 

her accession in 1952.  Royal Jubilees celebrate 

significant periods in monarchs‟ reigns and national 

life.  In 2012, the Queen will become only the second 

UK monarch to mark 60 years on the throne. 

Celebrations were previously held for Her Majesty‟s 

Silver Jubilee in 1977 and Golden Jubilee in 2002. 

When exactly is the Queen marking her Diamond Jubilee? 

Whilst Accession Day is on 6 February, celebrations will occur 

throughout 2012, with a special extended bank holiday central weekend 

in the United Kingdom on 2-5 June. 

How should Hartford celebrate the Diamond Jubilee? 

Hartford Parish Council is planning to create a number of ways in 

which to mark the Queen‟s Diamond Jubilee year, and would like to 

hear from any Hartford residents willing to form a working group, to 

make the most of the opportunity to celebrate in style. 

Early ideas include a Hartford in Bloom competition, planting a tree, a 

children‟s art competition and the showing of a royal themed film.  We 

are hoping to include as many local schools, churches and community 

groups as possible, and would love to hear of plans and ideas that 

already exist. 

If you could spare a few hours, or have some ideas to share, please 

make contact with either of the Councillors organising events: 

Wendy Gibson ( 07939 047665/ wendy@tollbar-cottage.co.uk); 

Simon Bridge ( 77739/ simon.bridge01@gmail.com). 

 

2011: 
Christmas 
in Hartford 
 
 

Hartford lit up in style this 

Christmas!  An illuminated tree 

was put up in front of the Chester 

Road shops, while lights adorning 

three of the large trees in the 

centre of the village made for an 

even more spectacular display. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The third Victorian Christmas Fayre 

was every bit as successful as the 

previous two; a report and pictures 

are on page four.

Follow Hartford News on                   @Hartford_News Like Hartford Joint Action Group on 

mailto:lws2k@yahoo.com


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parish Council 
9 January meeting 

 

 

 

 

Village Inspection 

 Councillor Gibb will obtain a further quote for the 

Grange Car Park; 

 Councillor Hollens will make arrangements for 

removal of the shed at the Scout Hut; 

 Councillor Gibb will liaise with John Prew at 

Hartford Cricket Club to identify what is required 

in terms of maintenance of the cricket pavilion; 

 The Clerk will contact Rights of Way to pursue 

permitted access through Grange Wood onto the 

back of the cricket field; 

 Cllr Gibson agreed to look at planting of bluebells 

and primroses in Grange Wood; 

 Councillor Hollens will liaise with Men in Sheds 

to put benches in the newly painted bus shelters; 

 Councillor Gibson will provide an additional 

quote for repair of the access road to the 

allotments off Chester Road; 

 Greenacre is to be asked to provide a quote for 

chestnut paling to the Glebe land; 

 The Clerk is to contact Leslie Martin Day Nursery 

and request that the banner facing Bradburns Lane 

is removed; 

 The Clerk will be given delegated power to buy 

replacement play equipment for Grange Park; 

 The Clerk will make a schedule of monthly play 

area inspections, to be undertaken by councillors. 

 

Hartford High School 

In response to the proposal for the consultation 

deadline to be extended by CWaC, the Children and 

Young People‟s Service has stated that it cannot 

support the request for an extension until 31 March, 

and that the consultation therefore formally ended on 

20 December.  However, as this item has been 

deferred until the February Executive Committee 

Meeting, consultation comments and responses 

would continue to be accepted and taken into 

account until Friday 13 January. 

This is an abridged version of the minutes of the 

meeting of Hartford Parish Council.  Full minutes 

are available, on request, from the Parish Clerk, 

or at www.hartfordparishcouncil.org.uk. 

Minutes of the December meeting can be 

obtained by the same means. 

 

PCSO Report 

PCSO Andy Taylor 

There have been a couple of incidents with youths 

drinking on campus land, who were identified and 

letters were sent to their parents.  Dates have been 

booked for surgeries at both St Luke‟s Hospice Shop 

and the Village Hall.  Talks have been given to over 

400 school children regarding „stranger danger‟, 

internet safety and drug awareness and further talks 

are planned with local primary schools.  An offer 

was made for Councillors to go “on patrol” with 

PCSO Taylor; Councillors Bridge and Gibson 

agreed to do so.  It was also reported that a young 

Mid-Cheshire College student had been knocked off 

his bike exiting the campus onto Chester Road 

 

Cheshire West & Chester Council Report 

Cllr Keith Musgrave 

Signs have gone up notifying members of the public 

of the closure of Watling Street and the introduction 

of a new gyratory system for the town centre; there 

will be opportunities for members of the public to 

comment on the system, which is necessary in the 

light of Winnington and Wincham Urban Villages 

and the development on Middlewich Road. 

It was confirmed at the meeting that Cheshire West 

and Chester Council is in favour of developing 

brown field sites before green field sites, although it 

is noted that the cost of developing brown field sites 

is considerably higher. 



 
 
 
 

Mid Cheshire steam   

 
 

 

Hartford High School 
 

Home Watch Notes 

 

As promoters of the proposed 

Voluntary Aided Church of 

England School at Hartford 

High, the Governing Body would 

like to clarify misunderstandings 

that are in circulation, and 

respond to the item published in 

the Christmas Hartford News. 

The proposal is for a Church of 

England School to serve the community, with a 

minority of places for children from church families.  

The proposed admissions policy gives equal weight to 

children from local primaries and 15% of places 

reserved for the foundation, ensuring that the number 

of places for local children significantly exceeds the 

historical intake from all partner primary schools.  

The Governing Body of the new school will include 

places nominated by the Church, replacing those 

currently nominated by the Local Authority and 

community governors. We do not wish to lose the skill 

and experience of these individuals and provided they 

are in agreement we will seek to move existing 

governors to the new Governing Body. 

CWaC has confirmed that a change of status would not 

cause any change to current school transport 

arrangements.  This includes transport from Barnton, 

provided because of the hazard of Winnington Bridge. 

Although school buildings would pass to the Diocesan 

Board of Education, the church cannot gain any 

financial benefit from this.  The school would be under 

the control of the Governing Body; should the school 

ever close, ownership reverts to the Local Authority. 

Although we strongly recommend that the Head 

Teacher of a Voluntary Aided School is a practising 

Christian, the appointment policy for all posts is a 

matter for individual Governing Bodies.  

The existing Governing Body consulted: staff, parents, 

potential parents and local parishes before proposing 

the change of status.  Over 3,000 families have had the 

chance to express their views during the last fifteen 

months.  The Governing Body believes that Voluntary 

Aided status will not bring about any change to the 

curriculum or worship.  As the law dictates, worship at 

the school is of a predominately Christian nature.  The 

Religious Education syllabus is identical to that 

followed by Voluntary Aided Schools.   

The timetable for the change of status process has 

now been moved forward a month; however the 

planned implementation date is still September 2012.

 

HOME WATCH NOTES                             David Barr 

In November, many newspapers printed, warts and all, a facsimile of 

a letter, written by a 16 year-old burglar in Leeds to his victim. 

Fortunately, it was intercepted by his probation officer before it was 

sent.  Another „enlightening‟ note was found by Manchester Police, 

headed “Lined Up Grafts”, left by a burglar at the scene of his crime. 

It listed addresses, with means of access and desirable items. It 

included information like “load of notes on fireplace” and “Saab keys 

behind door”.  It also listed tools needed for various jobs.  Police 

commented that it gave insight on how organised criminals identify 

their targets and should remind householders how to protect themselves from becoming victims. Not all 

burglaries are opportunistic: some burglars are systematic, identifying weaknesses in the neighbourhood, seeking 

out the easiest homes, cars and other items to target. 

Become a Home Watch co-ordinator.  Anyone who would like to enquire about any aspect of Home Watch in 

Hartford is welcome to get in touch with me on 01606 77705 or, by email, at davidbarr@talktalk.net. 
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Victorian Christmas Fayre 

Christmas in Hartford 

 

Dramatis personae... 

Sweet singing 

in the choir 

On behalf of all those that 

attended the Victorian Christmas 

Fayre, Hartford Parish Council 

would like to congratulate the 

team for putting on such a 

memorable event.  Villagers and 

visitors enjoyed the colourful mix 

of stalls and activities, with the 

children‟s choir stealing the show.  

The strong community spirit 

resulted in a fantastic day, of 

which Hartford should be proud. 

The Council would also like to 

acknowledge the positive feedback 

given for the Christmas lights 

display.  The good news is that 

much of the lighting will now stay 

in place until next Christmas, 

when the 8,000 twinkling bulbs 

can be readily switched on again. 

The “Without Whom” Department 

includes: DD Forestry, Blachere, 

Littlers Butchers, Zebou, Hartford 

Video, Mike & Margaret Hearn, 

Rev Mike Smith, Men in Sheds, 

The Co-operative Group 

Community Fund, Councillors 

Keith Musgrave and Herbert 

Manley, Standard Industries, NAL 

Ltd, Ashley Services, BAM Nuttall, 

Barry Townhill and Jamie Barron. 

TV personality 

David Benson 

Philips 

Will Edwardson 

and “friends” 

So what happens if you 

fill up a pantomime 

dame from a very 

large bottle of wine? 
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YOUR 
VILLAGE 

NEEDS 

YOU! 
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I care deeply about our countryside and environment. 

Our vision is one where we give communities much more say, 

much more control.  The fear people have in villages is of the 

great big housing estate being plonked down from above. 

"Our reforms will make it easier for communities to say 'we are 

not going to have a great big housing estate landing next to the 

village, but we would like ten, twenty, thirty extra houses, and we 

would like them built in this way, to be built for local people‟.  

Here we are, in one of the most beautiful parts of our 

country, set in some of England's finest 

countryside.  I would no more put that at risk than I 

would put at risk my own family. 

"I care deeply about our countryside and 

environment.  Our vision is one where we give 

communities much more say, much more 

control.  It is a presumption in favour of 

sustainable development and all those words are 

equally important.  Let me be clear, because there 

has been quite a lot of scaremongering about this.  We are not 

changing green belt; we are not changing areas of outstanding 

natural beauty, we are not changing SSSIs (Sites of Special 

Scientific Interest) - those protections will still be there.  

"But at the heart of it is more local control, the neighbourhood 

plan, „you decide‟, rather than 'the man in Whitehall knows best‟.  

Villages will be able to designate new green spaces, in their local 

plans, that they want to keep; that is a protection that they don't 

necessarily have now." 

David Cameron MP, January 2012 

 

By the time you read this, objections to 

the applications submitted by Harrow 

Estates/Redrow Homes for outline 

planning permission to build a total of 

650 new houses in Hartford will have 

been received by CWaC.  Hartford Joint 

Action Group wishes to thank all who 

have taken the time to write, email or 

submit objections online. 

A large number of residents 

visited the open days, held in 

January, where plans were 

displayed.  Overwhelmingly, the 

opinions expressed by visitors 

were against the developments 

(which, let’s remember, would 

increase the number of houses in 

Hartford by nearly 30%). 

Hartford Joint Action Group will 

continue working to oppose all these 

plans; keep up to date at the website 

www.lethartforddecide.org.uk.

“ 

Follow Hartford 

News on Twitter 

@Hartford_News 

Like Hartford 

Joint Action 

Group on 



 

 

Meeting report: 11 January 

Agenda 
Diary | News | Societies 

  

Knots & Needles meeting 

Hartford Village Hall  Jean McBride, 889871 

Thursday 9 February 7:30pm 

Button workshop 

Bring a sewing kit and your enthusiasm and we will 

make buttons from wool, cotton, embroidery threads 

and fabric and you can attempt the famous Dorset 

Button.  All materials will be provided. 

 

Marshalls Arm Local Nature Reserve activity 

Cloughwood School   Debbie, 77741 

  www.marshallsarm.org.uk 

Tuesday 14 February 10am to noon 

Creature Comforts 

Build a home to attract wildlife to your garden.  

Booking essential.  No charge, but donations to 

Marshall's Arm would be welcomed. 

Sunday 26 February 10am to 1pm 

Marshall‟s Army meets at the Stones Manor Lane 

entrance to the reserve.   Richard, 76058 

 

Hartford Womens Institute meeting 

Methodist Church Hall  Judith, 40823 

 www.cheshirewi.org.uk 

Wednesday 1 February 7:30pm 

Through the eyes of a Magician 

Speaker: Peter Turner.  Competition: Pack of Cards. 

Advance notice: Wednesday 15 March 7:30pm 

Antiques 

Featuring auctioneer Adam Partridge, who appears 

on the TV programme Flog It.  Open to the general 

public (entrance £4.50).  If you wish, please bring a 

small item for Adam to appraise. 

This event will be held at St John‟s Church Centre. 

Hartford Parish Council meeting 

Hartford Village Hall  Jo O‟Donoghue, 41862

  hartfordparish@btinternet.com

  www.hartfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

Monday 13 February 7:15pm 

Parish Council Ordinary Meeting 

Members of the public who wish to raise matters of 

concern with the Council may do so during the 

Public Open Forum (between 7:15pm and 7:30pm).  

Although items can be discussed, the Council cannot 

legally make decisions on items not already on the 

agenda, so any decisions about items raised must be 

deferred to the next meeting.  Members of the press 

and public are welcome to attend the Council 

meeting, however once the meeting has started they 

will not be able to take part. 

The full agenda can be found on the Parish Council 

notice boards, or obtained from the Parish Clerk. 

The Hall is accessible to users of wheelchairs. 

Hartford Parish 

Council funded and 

organised Christmas 

illuminations in 2011 

http://www.cheshirewi.org.uk/


 

 

Agenda 
 

 

February 2012 

 

 

  

Films in Hartford event 

Grange School Theatre  Tricia Parker, 74024 

Tuesday 7 February 7:15pm for 7:30 prompt start 

The Lady 

This Lady is Burma‟s pro-democracy campaigner 

Aung San Suu Kyi.  Tickets are £4, available from 

Hartford Dry Cleaners and Hartford Pharmacy. 

 

Zumba Fitness activity 

St John‟s Church Centre 

  Carla Absalom, luv2zumba@hotmail.co.uk 

Mondays 7pm (term time only) 

Zumba fitness classes; £4 per class 

 

Age UK Cheshire activity 

Hartford Golf Club   Sue Stacey, 08456 182858 

Six week course (started January)  

Get into the Swing of Things 

To beat the winter and post-Christmas blues, Age 

UK Cheshire is once again running its very 

successful golf programme for the over 50‟s.  The 

golf programme is part of Age UK Cheshire‟s Get 

Active project, which encourages older people to 

take part in physical activity, to promote a healthy 

lifestyle and greater well-being.  The course is open 

to everyone from complete beginners to those 

returning to golf or wishing to improve their game. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hartford Methodist Church services 

 Rev Charles Makonde, 44613 

Sundays 10:30am 

Morning Worship 

Young people meet in Church prior to their classes. 

 

St John’s Parish Church services 

 www.stjohnshartford.org 

Sundays 8am 

Holy Communion 

Sundays 10am 

5 February: Holy Communion 

other weeks: Morning Prayer 

Sundays 6:30pm 

5 February:   Real Issues - Redefining Marriage: 

consulting God 

other weeks: Evening Prayer 

 

Hartford Cricket Club activity 

  John Prew, 74280;  

  johnprew1@yahoo.co.uk 

Thursdays, 23 February – 29 March 6pm to 8pm 

Winter nets for Hartford adults and children.  The 

first hour will concentrate on the coaching of 

children, age groups under 11 and under 13 

(although there will be a net available to others). The 

second hour is for all other age groups. The cost will 

be £3 per evening.  If you cannot attend these, but 

would like to play during the summer, get in touch. 

 

Eddisbury Flower Club meeting 

Sandiway Church Hall  Hilary Marsh, 782812 

Tuesday 14 February 2pm 

Demonstrator: Gay Bream from Shrewsbury.  

Visitors are welcome. 

mailto:johnprew1@yahoo.co.uk
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Agenda 
Diary  |  News  |  Societies 

 

Hartford Art Group activity 

Methodist Church Hall  Hélène Pugh, 888378;

  Margaret Goodier, 882289 

Thursday afternoons 1pm to 4pm 

All aspiring artists welcome. 

 

Hartford Scottish Country Dance Group activity 

Methodist Church Hall  Allison Hutton, 79958 

Monday afternoons from 2pm 

Dancing.  New members welcome. 

 

Northwich Heritage Society meeting 

Mid Cheshire College 

  www.northwich-heritage.org.uk 

Friday 3 February 8pm 

The Port Sunlight Story 

Gavin Hunter‟s lavishly illustrated lecture on the 

history of this unique Wirral village. This will 

include the story of its founder, William Hesketh 

Lever, the first Viscount Leverhulme, the factory he 

built and the community he created. 

  

Hartford Civic Society news 

 mail@hartfordcivicsociety.org.uk; 

 www.hartfordcivicsociety.org.uk;  76400 

It is likely that, if funds allow, the Society will 

provide a pull down projector screen for the Village 

Hall and a bicycle rack which, we hope, will be 

fixed in front of the shops on Chester Road. 

We understand that a meeting will be held this 

month, at which a decision about our application for 

the Blue Plaque Scheme will be made.   

 

Hartford Young NSPCC news 

Hartford Village Hall   Anne 07550 084492 

Sunday 5 February 2pm 

Rose Fete Choosing 

Choosing for this year‟s NSPCC Rose Fete (which 

takes place on Saturday 26 May) will be on Sunday 

5 February.  Any boy or girl living or attending 

school in Hartford is eligible to be part of the 

retinue.  All children must be accompanied by an 

adult; entrance: £1; child: 50p.  The closing date for 

registration-only roles is Saturday 18 February. 

 

Northwich Family History Society meeting 

Methodist Church Hall  

  Helen Green, 01565 733670  

Monday 13 February  7:30pm 

Bring something ancestral... 

 

Wednesday Club meeting 

Methodist Church Hall  Jean Harrop, 79021 

Wednesday 8 February 2:15pm 

Annual General Meeting; Bring and Buy 

Hartford Scottish Country Dance Group marked 28 

years of dancing with a celebratory cake. The 

group was formed in 1983 when the W.I. 

committee entertained with a Scottish evening 

mailto:mail@hartfordcivicsociety.org.uk
http://www.hartfordcivicsociety.org.uk/

