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Don’t let developers rip the heart out of Hartford! 

 

 
As expected, in December, Harrow Estates/Redrow 

Homes applied for outline planning permission to build 

a total of 650 new houses on the Grange Farm and Hollies  

Farm sites.  If successful, this would increase the number of  

houses in Hartford by nearly 30%, as well as creating demand for  

over 400 school places and homes to more than 1,000 extra cars. 

This special, extra edition of Hartford News has been published to 

help concerned residents understand the issues and, even more  

importantly, tell all who oppose these developments what to do next. 

The centre pages form a poster, which we hope many of you will 

display prominently to give the campaign further publicity. 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! 

Time is short.  Crucially, separate objections must be lodged  

by individuals, not just households.  If you care about  

this then please do not leave it to someone else. 

For once, we really are all in this together...
Follow Hartford 

News on Twitter 

@Hartford_News 

YOUR 
VILLAGE 

NEEDS 

YOU! 

Follow Hartford 

Joint Action 

Group on 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The proposals 
Grange Farm  |  Hollies Farm 

 

Home Watch 

Harrow Estates/Redrow Homes have applied for outline planning permission to build 650 houses in Hartford.  The 

main points are summarised in below; go to www.cheshirewestandcheshire.gov.uk to view the plans in full.

 Grange Farm  Hollies Farm  

Reference 

number 

11/05765/OUT  11/05805/OUT  

Houses 300  350  

What else?  Re-use of the Grange Farmhouse for either 

residential or non residential institutional 

use; 31 space car park (to replace 25 spaces 

lost on Chester Road); community green 

and linear park. 

 Associated amenity areas; “Semi formal 

parkland” parallel to River Weaver; an 

“ecological zone”. 

 

Access The junction of Walnut Lane and Chester 

Road will be realigned, providing left/right 

turns from Walnut Lane and remodelling 

Chester Road, a right filter being provided 

in the westbound direction into Walnut 

Lane (and removing parking on the north 

side of Chester Road).  The main road 

through the estate will join Walnut Lane at 

a T junction; another, smaller road will join 

Walnut Lane at its northern end.  The 

western end of the site borders the existing 

Fullerton Road estate, although drawings 

would seem to indicate that there are, at 

present, no plans to use Fullerton Road 

itself to access the new development. 

 Two road entrances onto the Hollies Farm 

site are planned.  The “primary” access is 

at a junction with School Lane and over an 

embankment across the pond next to 

Hartford Hall Hotel (a planning application 

for a bridge across the pond is currently 

being considered).  The other, 

“secondary”, access is via Douglas Close.  

Further pedestrian/cycle access from the 

footpath along the River Weaver and from 

Marshall’s Arm Local Nature Reserve. 

 

 

Plan showing Walnut 

Lane/Chester Road 

junction remodelling, 

for access to the Grange 

Farm development. 



 
 
 
 

Mid Cheshire steam   

 

 

Home Watch 

Harrow Estates 
 

19 December press release 

 

Grange Farm 

Ref: 11/05765/OUT 

300 houses 

480 cars 

200 school places* 

 

Hollies Farm 

Ref: 11/05805/OUT 

350 houses 

560 cars 

220 school places* 

 

 You may have seen a press release, issued on 

behalf of Harrow Estates on 19 December, entitled 

“£8.3million new homes bonus boon for Hartford”, 

or the report in the Northwich Guardian of 28 

December relating to their proposal to develop 650 

new dwellings in the village. 

In the original press release (which 

was subsequently edited before 

its inclusion in the Guardian), 

we are told that “the 

proposals for Grange Farm 

are for up to 300 new homes, 

provision for public parking 

and re-use of the Grange 

Farmhouse to accommodate a 

new community facility, which 

could be a GP’s surgery or dentist.  

The development of land to the east 

of School Lane in Hartford will 

bring up to 350 family homes, new 

public access to the River Weaver 

and linear parkland”. 

October’s Hartford News carried an 

article reminding readers that there is 

already excellent public access to the River 

Weaver.  With this in mind, we looked into some of 

the claims made about the Grange Farm development 

(for which, of the two sites, the most detailed plans are 

available).  The re-use of the Farmhouse is described, 

on the plan, as a “locally listed building retaind (sic) 

with potential dentist use – subject to viability”.  

That’s, ahem, cleared that up then.  The “site access 

arrangements” drawing details the 

provision for public parking; a 31 

space car park will replace “lost circa 

25 on street parking spaces on 

northern side of Chester Road”.  So 

that’s a grand total of six new parking 

spaces for the village and the 

occupants of the new houses.

By now you may have concluded that the Harrow 

Estates press release is, depending on your point of 

view, either somewhat biased or deliberately 

misleading.  Perhaps the most disingenuous part of the 

press release is its headline; “£8.3 million bonus boon 

for Hartford”.  We found the New Homes Bonus 

calculator on www.communities.gov.uk and, based on 

a mix of 30% affordable housing and all the 

remaining 70% in the highest Council Tax Band 

H category, we did manage to obtain a figure of 

just under £8.3 million, to be spread over six 

years.  A CWaC source, however, pointed out 

that this is a very high estimate; “The New 

Homes Bonus amounts to five year’s Council 

Tax on a Band D home for every house built.  

This gross figure is adjusted to take into 

account all the empty houses in CWaC, 

which currently amount to over 2,000, 

plus other adjustments.  Hence it is much 

lower than Harrow claim”. 

Crucially, however, this is not money 

earmarked for Hartford.  It would 

simply be allocated for use by Cheshire 

West and Chester 

Council, and need not 

even be spent anywhere near our 

part of the CWaC area. 

To find out how to object 

to the plans of Harrow 

Estates/Redrow Homes, 

go to page six. 

“£8.3 million ...for Hartford”. 

That really is what they said! 

Read the whole of the press release at 

www.lethartforddecide.org.uk and draw 

your own conclusions... 

 

YOUR 
VILLAGE 

NEEDS 

YOU! 

*In the light of recently acquired information, 

and in the interests of accuracy, estimates of 

numbers of school children have been revised 

downwards from those previously published in 

Hartford News and elsewhere. 



 
 
 
 

Mid Cheshire steam   
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Meeting report: 11 January 

Deadline: 13 January 
How to object to these proposals 

YOUR 
VILLAGE 

NEEDS 

YOU! 

Almost 3,000 of you 

signed the JAG 

petition about new 

National Planning 

Guidance, presented to 

our MP in December.  

Thank you! 

Now it is time for further action – and time is short!   

Several residents have received notification letters 

about Hollies Farm, posted on 23 December and 

received on 29 December, giving a deadline of 

Friday 13 January for the 

submission of any comments.  (At 

the time of writing, an extension of 

the deadline, to 31 January, has been 

sought, but no confirmation has been 

received that this will be given). 

The Government has stated that it 

wants local communities to take 

control of the way their villages develop in the future.  

Our MP, Graham Evans, has promised to lobby for the 

development of brown field sites (of which Northwich 

has a large area) ahead of green field ones. 

See the plans 

The plans submitted by Harrow Estates/Redrow 

Homes can be found on the online planning 

applications section of the CWaC website, 

www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk.  The reference 

numbers are 11/05765/OUT for Grange Farm and 

11/05805/OUT for Hollies Farm.  If you have any 

difficulty finding them, go to the “Latest News” page 

of www.lethartforddecide.org.uk, where links to each 

application have been provided. 

 

View both proposals, in the 

meeting room at Hartford Village 

Hall, on Tuesday 10 January and 

Tuesday 17 January, from 10am 

to 8pm.  You can also discuss the 

impact of these developments on 

the village of Hartford with members of 

Hartford Joint Action Group. 

Get writing! 

There are two ways to object.  

Write to The Planning Office, Cheshire West & 

Chester Council, Wyvern House, The Drumber, 

Winsford, CW7 1AH, quoting the appropriate 

reference number. 

At the time of writing, the Case Officer allocated to 

Hollies Farm is Mrs Judith Gordon; an officer has yet 

to be allocated to Grange Farm. 

Online use the planning applications section of 

website, www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk.  Find 

the relevant application (see above) and click on 

“Comments”.  You will need to register (providing an 

email address, telephone number and postal address). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As many individuals (not just households) as possible 

must object to each of the applications that have been 

submitted.  That means two letters from each adult.  

Objections must be constructive and based on the 

concerns you have been telling us about for months. 

Remember that each letter is about one of the sites for 

which outline planning permission is being sought; it 

should not, therefore, refer to the overall total of 650 

homes, nor to the combined effects of both 

developments.  Use the bullet points on the next page 

as examples of how to address this. 

Specimen letters are available for download at 

www.lethartforddecide.org.uk. 

Note that objections based on speculation, for 

example about what might happen in the future, 

but which is not actually included in a planning 

application, cannot be treated as valid.



 

 

Get writing! 
 

 

Points to include in your comments 

 

 

We believe that, for the following reasons, the 

developments at Grange Farm and Hollies Farm 

should not be allowed to go ahead: 

Brown field sites should be developed before green 

field sites:  We have 422 hectares of brown field sites 

in Northwich, of which only 64 hectares (around 15%) 

have proposals for building. 

Traffic:  Our roads are gridlocked now.  We do not 

believe that Hartford can cope with the additional 

numbers of cars the developments would bring. 

Infrastructure:  The utilities infrastructure in 

Hartford is already struggling to cope with the 

demands placed on it and we do not believe it can 

handle even more. 

Parking:  In effect, the Grange Farm development will 

create only six new parking spaces; Hollies Farm will 

not provide any.  Parking problems in the village are 

already acute; this development will also add to the 

number of people using Hartford railway station, 

where extra provision is not possible. 

Education:  Hartford’s primary schools are popular 

and oversubscribed.  We do not believe that the large 

number of children that would live in these family 

homes can be accommodated in our schools. 

Environment:  Green space is a fundamental aspect of 

Hartford’s character, and the development would erode 

this.  The Hollies Farm site also borders Marshall's 

Arm Local Nature Reserve (an SBI, an area of Special 

Biological Interest). 

Sustainability:  Hartford will be affected by the 

construction of 1,200 new homes at Winnington Urban 

Village, for which outline planning permission has 

already been granted and infrastructure work started.  

It cannot, therefore, sustain the level of further 

development implied in these further developments. 

YOUR 
VILLAGE 

NEEDS 

YOU! 

What is “Outline Planning Permission”? 

The Application for Outline Planning Permission 

form is generally used to find out, at an early 

stage, whether or not a proposal is likely to be 

approved by the planning authority, before any 

substantial costs are incurred by an applicant. 

This type of planning application allows fewer 

details about the proposal to be submitted. These 

details may be agreed following a “reserved 

matters” application at a later stage. 

Once outline planning permission has been 

granted, a “reserved matters” application must be 

made within three years of the consent (or sooner 

if specified by a condition on the original outline 

approval).  The details of the application must be 

in accord with the outline approval, including any 

conditions attached to the permission. 

Source: www.planningportal.gov.uk 

  

 

Follow Hartford 

News on Twitter 

@Hartford_News 

Follow Hartford 

Joint Action 

Group on 



 

 

Hartford 

News 
    Deadline to submit items for February’s “standard” edition of Hartford News: 17 January. 

   hartfordnews@hotmail.co.uk |   www.hartfordparishcouncil.org.uk  |   @Hartford_News 
Parish Clerk Jo O’Donoghue  |   01606 41862  |   hartfordparish@btinternet.com 

 

Meeting report: 11 January 

Hartford JAG 
www.lethartforddecide.org.uk 

 
Visit the Joint Action Group website, where you can 

read the latest news, and register to receive updates, at 

www.lethartforddecide.org.uk. 

Please contact us if you can offer your services or 

would like further information: telephone our publicity 

officer on 01606 882197;  you can also email 

hartfordactiongroup@gmail.com. 

www.hartfordcivicsociety.org.uk 

www.hartfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

Follow Hartford Joint Action Group on  

 @Hartford_News.

 


